MARLBOROUGH
men and to give him an account of \vlut; had past. When those
men came, our Enemys left us wthout any farther disturbance,
masters of what we had gained the night before, so that to the
Dukes' great Honor we not only tooke more than \vas expected,,
but maintained it after we had been in possession of it, but wth
the losse of a great many men and many brave officers. One of
thek Great Fournoes blewe into flic airo near 50 men, just before
they made their sally. And 1 truly believe we hud killed and
wounded from the time \ve went into the Trenches to < uir eomeing
out, about 1500. Some old Commanders say, this was the bravest
and briskest action they had seen in their lives, and our Duke did
the part of a much older and more experienced General, and the
King was very kinde to him last nipjit.
Churchill, who was wounded at Monmouth's side, was also
held to have distinguished himself. I fc was, in fact, publicly
thanked upon a great parade by Louis XIV, who assured him
that his good conduct would be reported to his own sovereign.
Another subaltern fought in this attack whoso name will recur
in these pages: Louis Hector clc Villars against orders joined
the assault. His gallantry won forgiveness for his disobe-
dience. We do not know whether he and Churchill became
acquainted at Maastricht. They certainly met at Malplaquet
The governor of Maastricht, satisfied with the resistance
he had made and strongly pressed by the townsfolk to capitu-
late while time remained., beat a parky, and was allowed to
march out with the honours of war. The severity of the losses,
especially among persons of note in the storming troops,
made a strong impression throughout the camps and the
Courts concerned, Monmouth was praised and petted by
Louis not only from policy, but on the undoubted merit: of his
performance. He and his English team received the unstinted
tributes of " the finest army in the world/' The brief and
spectacular campaign was soon brought to a close, Louis XIV
rejoinedhis anxious Court, who burned before him the incense
of flattery with all the delicate address of which the French are
peculiarly capable. The armies retired into winter quarters, and
Monmouth and his hunting party were welcomed again into
die bosom of Whitehall.
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